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The Albert Van Voorhis House 
Franklin Avenue 
Township of Wyckoff, Bergen County, New Jer3< 

Owner:  Judge John B. Zahriskie 

Date of Erection:  1824 

Architect: 

Buildort Albert Van Voorhis 

Present Conditions  Excellent 

Kumber of Stories;  Two 

Materials of Construction:  Foundation - sandstone 

Exterior walls - sandstone 
partly stuccoed; gables clap- 
boards; clapboard addition in 
rear 

Interior walls - plaster 

Inside brick chimneys 

Hoof - gambrel with dormers, 
wood shingles 

Historical Data: 

The Van Voorhis family is one of the earliest 
of Colonial families in Bergen County.  This house waa 
bvdlt on part of a five hundred acre tract which was 
bought in 1740,  The kitchen vdng was built prior to the 
devolution and was the first house erected in '.Yyckoff• 
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Albert Van Voorhis erected the main body of this 
house in 1824, attaching it to this earlier 
kitchen wing. 

When the main house was added some 
ingenuity was exercised by Van Voorhls; the 
kitchen wing was placed to the rear with the tv/c 
axes at right angles.  The second story was 
planned entirely for living quarters, so that 
the dormers are original and the high barrelled ■ 
ceiling of the stair hall was built for effective 
elegance* 

In the fireplace of the dining room, 
formerly the old kitchen fireplace, is an iron 
crane which is unusual in a Dutch house because 
ordinarily the chains were suspended from an 
iron bar built in the throat of the fireplace and 
not from a crane* 
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Thi s  ho us e  sband s  on vdiat  *.vas  or i pi na lly  a 
five hundred and fifty acre   tract  that v/as  bought  In 
1720 fron John  Yarbetie  and  aGsocia^ec,  merchants  of 
ITev; York  City,   by Y.'illian0  ana John0  van Voor Haze, 
yeoman of Aerp;cn Countys   and repurchased by  theu in 
1745  to   settle   the   claim of  John Aanilton and- asso- 
ciates,     Y.'illiam  settled on   the  land  and  undoubtedly 
built   the  old part  of  the  present house*     ihe  purchase 
of the two  brothers  was  divided between  their  heirs  in 
1767;   apparently,   the  tract with the  present  dining 
room and  kitchen win;:  fell to halliard's  son Albert- 
bom  1730  a.nc^ died 1825#     The door ]mocker of   the raain 
house  is   inscribed  "A.   V.  V.  h»   1824%   so  apparently 

^4" the ape of eiphty-si:-. lie Albert built the house ^L. L,-^ ^bi 
had one son John A*° horn 1753 and died 1855 
fron Yds heirs t<iat Urian 
185S. ':Ze  willed it to his n 
\7ife of uudpe habri shio, who 

,i.-- Aackencucn purchased in 
aiiuu.aua^iter Grace,   the 

the  "present owner* 
V) O Vi ( 
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jjae  account  or ;'.iss haxley  corresponds wltn 
our  original  history with  the  exception  that   she has 
definitely fi^ced upon William Van  voorhcos  as  the 
builder  of the  older portion,     A  frawe  addition now 
used as   a   rarape  ves added to   the house  in  the  nine- 
teenth century.     It has no  architectural value. 
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